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If Japan won, Russia would no longer be dangerous on the
Indian frontier, whilst France, having put all her funds
in Russia, would have to curtail her colonial aspirations.
If Japaji lost, it would only be a* matter of her fleet going
to the bottom and a few millions dropped on the Stock
Exchange, for, owing to her insular position and Russian
naval weakness, the Japanese Empire was practically
safe from invasion. The reward Japan was to reap for
success was Korea, and whatever she could screw out of
Russia and China in Manchuria.

Both Count Hayashi and Prince Ito make it abundantly
clear that Japan's aims on Korea date back far earlier
than 1910, and dispose once and for all of the claims of
the Gwaimusho that the annexation of Korea was " the
result of the self-consciousness of the Korean people, who,
seeing that without Japanese assistance they would be
unable to keep abreast of the times, asked the Japanese
Government to annex the country/'x

The Treaty of Alliance lays down as its fundamental
principle the maintenance of the integrity of China and
of the status quo in the Far East. This is the sacred text
of Japanese foreign policy, as preached for public con-
sumption.3 Since the signature of the treaty Korea has
been annexed, South Manchuria placed within the Japanese
exclusive sphere of influence, special privileges granted
to Japan in Eastern Mongolia, railway concessions for
over 1,000 miles granted to Japan in the north, two other
railways mortgaged to Japan in Tchekiang, special rights
granted to Japan in Fukien, in addition to the crop of
special rights and concessions to other Powers. In fact,
the process of spoliation in China during recent years has
most seriously developed, always under the euphemism of
the " open door." The sheep has become mutton cutlets !

The " open door " simply means the right of any power-
ful nation to steal or blackmail from China as much as

1 Speech by General Viscount Terauchi, Governor-General of Korea.

* And the Devil did grin, for his darling Sin
Is the pride that apes humility.
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